ADVANCE \y155





April 7, 2003

The Honorable Ted Stevens




The Honorable Robert Byrd

Chairman






Ranking Member


Senate Appropriations Committee



Senate Appropriations Committee

The Honorable C.W. (Bill) Young



The Honorable David Obey

Chairman






Ranking Member


House of Representatives




House of Representatives

Appropriations Committee




Appropriations Committee

Dear Sirs:

As you continue deliberations on the conference report to the Supplemental Appropriations for Department of Defense operations in Iraq, we urge you to oppose any attempt to change existing law with respect to a provision inserted in the Senate=s manager=s package regarding 49 U.S.C. 41106.  

This provision, according to the Department of Transportation (DOT), reflected current law regarding airlift service for the Department of Defense (DOD) and U.S. citizen ownership rules with respect to that issue. Media reports indicate that there is a movement afoot to substantively change the amendment in conference.  

As Chairmen of the Full Committee and Aviation Subcommittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation with jurisdiction over this issue, we would object to any changes in current law or policy regarding this issue.  Any changes to existing law should be dealt with by the committee of jurisdiction, not determined in a conference dealing with appropriations matters.  

We also understand that both DOT and DOD have expressed concerns about changing existing law without a full examination of the effects of the changes.  In fact, DOD has raised concerns about the limitations that might be imposed on its flexibility for its air lift requirements for both U.S. and foreign owned carriers.

In light of the Administration=s reported concerns and the fact that this issue has not been the subject of any hearing or other action in the Committee with jurisdiction to determine policy in this area, we urge you to oppose any changes to existing law. 

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter.


Sincerely,




John McCain




Trent Lott

Chairman




Chairman

Subcommittee on Aviation

JM/cb

