Since the 108th Congress, the Coalition for a 21st Century Postal Service and the Financial Services Roundtable have worked toward meaningful postal reform legislation.  In the 108th Congress legislation passed the key committees of the House and Senate but failed to come before the House or Senate for a vote.  In the 109th Congress, the House Government Reform Committee and the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee once again approved reform legislation.  In July, 2005, the House of Representatives passed HR 22 by a vote of 410-20.  A vote on the Senate postal reform bill S 662 is pending before the Senate.

The many associations, employee and management organizations and companies that comprise our two organizations urge your prompt action on this important legislation.

This legislation will accomplish many significant objectives including the following:

· It will place a cap on future postal rate increases tied to the Consumer Price Index,

· It will affirm the ability of mailing companies to help reduce mailing costs through worksharing

· It will improve the rate setting process by giving the Postal Service greater flexibility and reduce the current lengthy and cumbersome rate setting process, and

· It will provide additional regulatory oversight of the Postal Service by the Postal Rate Commission which will become know as the Postal Regulatory Commission

It is our strong view that the reforms contained in S. 662 and HR 22 once resolved in conference will create a framework for a Postal Service that can serve the nation and the mailing industry for years to come.

Sincerely,

	Benjamin Y. Cooper

Coalition for a 21st Century Postal Service
	Irving Daniels

Financial Services Roundtable


